small decline in demand will have a devastating impact on the women’s
bargaining power to negotiate for more money and safer acts, putting their
safety and health at greater risk.

9. Many “experts” and “spokespersons” for the anti-trafficking movement
are social, fiscal, and religious conservative extremists who have promoted
anti-welfare, anti-immigration, anti-gay agenda. These very policies

break down families and make women and children vulnerable to sexual
exploitation and trafficking. Feminists and human rights activists must
choose our allies.

10. We cannot fight sex trafficking effectively without partnering with

sex workers, people in the sex trade, and their advocates. All over the
world, it was workers organizing among themselves that have challenged
and transformed exploitative and abusive working conditions, not police
officers or politicians. In addition, people working in the sex industry
have access to insider knowledge that need to be incorporated into any
successful campaign to combat sex trafficking and other human rights
violations within the industry.

Please send your feedbacks to: emi@eminism.org
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Understanding the Complexities of
Sex Trafficking and Sex Work/Trade

ten observations from a sex worker activist/survivor/feminist

written by emi koyama (emi@eminism.org)
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